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Visiting Mt. Rainier on This 
Year's Christian Fellowship Tour 








AINIER NATIONAL PARK, in the 

State of Washington, covers more 
than 378 square miles of mountain 
grandeur. Towering above all of this 
is Mt. Rainier itself, a volcanic peak, 
perpetually snow-clad, reaching to 
14,408 feet above sea level, one of the 
highest mountains within the bounds 
of continental United States. It is an 
inspiring sight from distant Seattle to 
see Mt. Rainier rising above the land- 
scape like a gigantic dipper of ice 
cream. But it is infinitely more thrill- 
ing to stand high on one of its shoulders, 
5,500 feet above sea level, amid acres 
of alpine flowers, and look across the 
evergreen carpeted valley to the glitter- 
ing mass of what the American Indians 
used to call “the mountain that was 
God.” 

After an overnight stop at the fine 
Olympic Hotel in Seattle, the Chris- 
tian Fellowship Tour party will jour- 
ney to Mt. Rainier in comfortable, 
modern, sightseeing motor coaches, past 
shipyards, farms, and orchards, and 
through the giant evergreens of Rainier 
National Park. 

Here on a shoulder, on the south 
side of Mt. Rainier, is Paradise Inn, 
where first-class rooms and delicious 
meals will insure comfort and enjoy- 
ment. Although the residue of heavy 
winter snows may make it necessary to 
enter the Inn through an ice tunnel, 
the sun will be warm and the outdoor 
atmosphere will be bracing. Magnifi- 
cent views of Mt. Rainier and the sur- 
rounding ranges can be seen from the 
plaza, just outside the Inn doors, and 
easy trails lead to many other breath- 
taking views, including the great Nis- 
qually Glacier. This year’s tour will 
include a trip around the mountain to 
Sunrise Lodge to see the sun set on 
the snow-cap of Mt. Rainier. 

There will be time for sightseeing 
in Seattle, and two days will be spent 
at the magnificent Empress Hotel in 
Victoria. Sightseeing time in Van- 
couver, will be provided before the 
high point of the tour, which is the 
eight-day cruise along Alaska’s Inland 
Waterway. As the Canadian Pacific’s 
S.S. Princess Louise sails through quiet 
waters, fresh scenes of majestic beauty 
open up at each turn of the ship. Stops 
will be made at Prince Rupert, B. C., 
Wrangell, Ketchikan, and Juneau, 
Alaska, before arriving at Skagway. A 
ride of some 67 miles by narrow-gauge 
railroad into Yukon Territory will thrill 
the travelers with new scenes of won- 
der and beauty. 

Visits to Lake Louise, Emerald Lake, 
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Moraine Lakes, and two days and nights 
at the Banff Springs Hotel will add 
further to the party’s enjoyment. 

Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, one of the Tres 
directors will, with Mrs. Jaeger, be 
with the tour throughout the trip. A 
postal card sent to him will bring to 
you at once a colorful folder that will 
give costs and other detailed informa- 
tion. Address him at The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North 13th 
Street, Philadelphia 5. 


we 


The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1960 


AVE you discovered what a valu- 

able tool THE SunpAy ScHooL TIMES 
International Uniform Lesson List can 
be in your class or school? The list of 
1960 lessons is now ready. Many super- 
intendents and teachers have found in 
other years that these lists in the hands 
of each pupil can be a real encourage- 
ment toward lesson preparation at 
home. When used in the regular Sun- 
day school sessions instead of lesson 
leaflets, they may stimulate pupils to 
use the Bible itself rather than printed 
excerpts from it. Some superintendents 
find the list convenient to hand to sub- 
stitute teachers as a guide for their les- 
son preparation. 

The 1960 Lesson List is prepared in 
a very convenient, pocket-size form. 
It lists all the International Uniform 
Lessons in the year in chronological or- 
der. Over-all lesson titles are given, 
with the Scripture references and Gol- 
den Texts and devotional readings. 
Specific topics for the various depart- 
ments of the Sunday school are also 
shown, with the Scripture reference for 
each, where these differ from the over- 
all Scriptures. 

Why not order a supply of the 1960 
Lesson List now and have them ready 
for use? 

Ordering a supply now will insure 
having your lists whenever you have 
need for them. They may be had for 
20 cents a copy, $2 a dozen, or $16 a 
hundred, from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 
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Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





The Story of the Reformation. By 
William Stevenson. (John Knox Press, 
Richmond 9; $3.50.) To tell the history 
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of the Reformation within the compass 
of 175 pages is a remarkable feat: the 
danger of superficiality is very real in- 
deed. Yet it must be said that this 
author has written a fact-filled account 
that is moving and instructive. He 
tells the story as it happened in Ger- 
many, Switzerland, France, the Nether- 
lands, England, and Scotland. The 
work of the great reformers is noted, 
but also the labors of the little known 
are recounted. The Anabaptists at long 
last come into their own as a Significant 
movement in the Reformation. This is 
a book worth reading. Although Ste- 
venson does not draw them, his volume 
has lessons for our day. 


God’s Grace. By Donald Grey Barn- 
house. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $3.50.) Always 
stimulating and true to the Word of 
God are the writings of Dr. Barnhouse, 
and this most recent book is no ex- 
ception. This is the fifth of a series of 
expositions based on the Book of Ro- 


(Continued on page 436) 
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GUTTER SWEEPINGS IN YOUR COMMUNITY 


Gutter sweepings of the world are coming into your 
town by way of that brightly lighted marquee on Main 
Street. Lamenting the fact that thirty of the forty-five 
plays that opened on Broadway during the current season 
have already closed, Time magazine’s “Show Business” 
columnist says, “Few [Broadway professionals] deny that the 
American theater suffers from a sickness of the soul . . . the 
rest of the nation is not so fond of rape, reefers and sodomy. 
.. + The dominant note [on the stage] . . . is a kind of bored 
preoccupation with familiar vices, treated with tabloid sen- 
sationalism, or written off in psychological clichés, but too 
rarely measured against sin and salvation, human striving 
and human failure.” No fiery preacher could pronounce a 
more devastating indictment than has this friend of the 
theater. At this point you may be saying with a sigh of relief, 
“Thank the Lord we have no legitimate stage in our fine 
little town.” Perhaps you do not. But you do have a movie 
house. Theater is the older brother of the cinema, and like 
many a younger brother who has grown larger than his “big” 
brother, the movies now have an even more malignant effect 
than the stage, if only because they saturate the American 
public to a much greater extent. A look at the current 
billings in Philadelphia shows what you can soon expect to 
see on the marquee on your Main Street. Here are a few of 
the attractions now showing in the City of Brotherly Love: 
The Beginning Was Sin (earthy story of rape, deception, and 
rural innocence), Passionate Summer (a heterosexual ex- 
plosion), Female and the Flesh (mercifully billed ‘adults 
only”), A Woman Like Satan, Heller in Pink Tights, Crime 
and Passion, Diabolique. The list is much longer, but we will 
spare you further revulsion. Probably the most offensive film of 


all to us is the soon-to-be-released Elmer Gantry, the story of 
an immoral preacher, based on the Sinclair Lewis novel. This 
film not only deals with immorality, but it casts the shadow 
of suspicion on all ministers of the Gospel. Such a book from 
the mind of an author who once stood in a church pulpit 
daring God to prove His existence by striking him dead, and 
who died a degraded alcoholic, is not surprising, but it 
seems incredible that Lewis’s worst book should be made 
into a movie. It is high time Christians did something about 
the celluloid sin streaming into our communities at the rate 
of sixteen frames per second. Too long we have been content 
to boycott the movie house in righteous indignation, while 
thousands of children are thoughtlessly deposited at the Satur- 
day matinee so that pleasure-seeking parents can have two 
hours of freedom. Multiplied millions are stuffing the box- 
office mouth. How futile a self-gratifying boycott is against 
such a flood! So what is the answer? Is not the answer the 
banding together of churchmen of all denominations (re- 
gardless of theological differences) against the showing of 
such films as Elmer Gantry? Our Lord has called His follow- 
ers the salt of the earth. We have within us the potential 
to season the towns in which we live, and in turn the nation. 
A united Protestant front could keep films like Elmer Gantry 
out of most towns. No enterprise is more sensitive to public 
opinion than the film industry. As Christians are we not 
responsible to stand for that which is pure and decent 
and to protest against the foul, the corrupt, and the per- 
verted? If by a forceful demonstration and a united front we 
can succeed in insulating our children from the degradation 
of a debauched film industry, is not this a stand for right- 
eousness in which’God and our Saviour could be glorified? 





Lesson for June 12 in this issue 





Lesson 11.—The Two Ways. (Temperance.) 
Matthew 7:13, 14; Luke 15:11-32. 
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Notes on Open Letters: 
Believing With Your Mind or Your 


HE Bible gives guidance, not only 
for whom we should pray, as we 
have seen in the two preceding 


3. Guide to Praying 


By Arthur Petrie, Th.D. 


The Word is: “Create in me a clean 
heart, O God” (Psa. 51:10). King David 
felt the need of it, and prayed for it. 
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articles, but also for what we should 
pray. 

1. We should pray for “good things.” 
The Lord taught it: “How much more 
shall your Father which is in heaven 
give good things to them that ask 
him?” (Matt. 7:11.) The Spirit of God 
will guide us as to what “good things” 
to ask of our Heavenly Father. He 
will give what He prompts us to pray 
for. 

2. We should pray for a “clean heart.” 


Surely it is proper for us to do the 
same. Many years ago I was in a 
shoe store, trying on shoes. I observed 
that the shoe clerk was a Hebrew, so 
I said to him in Hebrew, “Lev tahor 
bera’-li Elohim” (Create in me a clean 
heart, O God”). He looked up at me 
and said: “I used to say that when I 
was a boy in Russia.” Evidently it 
was a prayer taught him while he 
was yet young. David felt the need of 
it; we must. We need the cleansing 





power of the Holy Spirit applied to 
our hearts. We should pray with 
Charles Wesley: 


O for a heart to praise my God, 
A heart from sin set free 

A heart that always feels thy blood 
So freely shed for me. 


A heart in every thought renewed, 
And full of love divine; 
Perfect, and right, and — and good, 
A copy, Lord, of thine! 

3. We should pray about our every- 
day talking. Such a prayer was prayed 
by David: “Set a watch, O Lord, be- 
fore my mouth; keep the door of my 
lips” (Psa. 141:3). The tongue can be 
such an instrument for good or evil, 
for blessing or cursing, hence this 
prayer. What a telltale the tongue is! 
The master-passage in the Bible on the 
tongue is the third chapter of James. 
How much it says about the tongue! 
In view of that chapter, let us remem- 
ber to pray the prayer of Psalm 141:3. 

4. We should pray for the forgiveness 
of our sins. The Lord Himself teaches 
us to “say” when we pray: “And for- 
give us our sins” (Luke 11:4). We 
should first pray the prayer of Psalm 
139:23, 24: “Search me, O God, and 
know my heart: try me, and know my 
thoughts. And see if there be any 
wicked way [marg., way of pain] in 
me, and lead me in the way everlast- 
ing.” Then, in the light of that search- 
ing, we should pray for the forgiveness 
of any sin brought to light. 

Read what Thomas C. Upsham, D.D., 
wrote long ago about this: “The con- 
fession of sin during the whole course 
of the present life is exceedingly 
proper, for various reasons. For an 
error in judgment; for an _ ill-placed 
word, when there was no evil design 
or intention of saying what was wrong; 
for an action which was undesignedly 
a mistaken one, either through undue 
remissness or through undue haste; for 
any unavoidable blindness and igno- 
rances whatever that are followed by 
evil and unhappy results, they find no 
resource but in an immediate and be- 
lieving application to the atoning blood. 
It is proper, furthermore, to confess 
our sins, because there may be sins in 
us, and not merely those which result 
from infirmity and are involuntary, that 
are seen by the omniscient eye of God, 
but may not be obvious to ourselves.” 
In view of that, it is therefore right 
and “exceedingly proper” to pray for 
the forgiveness of our sins. 

5. We should pray for light to under- 
stand the Scriptures, the Word of God. 
A prayer for this is provided in the 
Bible itself: “Open thou mine eyes, 
that I may behold wondrous things 
out of thy law” (Psa. 119:18). Origen 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“The redeemed of the Lord shall 
return, and come with singing unto 
Zion; and everlasting joy shall be 
upon their head ... and sorrow 
and mourning shall flee away” 
(Isa. 51:11). 
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said that “prayer is the most necessary 
qualification for the understanding of 


divine things.” The 119th Psalm is de- 
voted to a description of the glories 
and excellencies of the Word of God. 
Seven times in that Psalm the writer 
prays, “Teach me thy statutes” (Psa. 
119:12, 26, 33, 64, 68, 124, 135). Let us 
follow his example when reading and 
meditating upon the Bible. 


6. We should pray for deliverance 
from the Evil One, and from evil it- 
self. This is clearly taught in the Scrip- 
tures. In the prayer our Saviour gave, 
we read, “But deliver us from the evil 
one” (Matt. 6:13, A.S.V.). Satan is 
continually “seeking whom he may de- 
vour” among Christians (1 Pet. 5:8), 
and we must therefore continually pray 
to be delivered from him. The Lord 
Jesus made special mention of this in 
His important and precious intercessory 
prayer of John 17. He said: “I pray... 
that thou shouldest keep them from the 
evil one” (v. 15, A.S.V.). Let us also 
pray this same petition. 


Then we should pray to be delivered 
from evil practices. Paul so prayed 
for his children in the faith. In 2 
Corinthians 13:7 the record is: “Now 
I pray to God that ye do no evil.” 
This is a most worthy petition, and 
one that God is pleased to hear, and 
one to which He will most certainly 
give an answer. 


7. We should pray for sanctification. 
This, too, is taught us in the prayer 
the Lord gave. He said: “When ye 
pray, say, Our Father which art in 
heaven, Hallowed be thy name” (Luke 
11:2). That petition does not merely 
mean, “Hallowed is Thy name,” true 
as that is, but also, “May Thy name be 
kept holy.” We Christians by our con- 
duct and conversation are to so live 
that we show that our God is a holy 
God. Paul prayed this prayer for the 
Thessalonian Christians, as seen in 1 
Thessalonians 5:23: “And the very God 
of peace sanctify you wholly; and I 
pray God your whole spirit and soul 
and body be preserved blameless unto 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
Earlier in his Letter to these Thessalo- 
nians he had penned a similar prayer. 
It is so necessary to us that I must 
quote it here, in the hope that we all 
shall pray it for ourselves: “And the 
Lord make you to increase and abound 
in love one toward another, and 
toward all men, even as we do toward 
you: to the end he may stablish your 
hearts unblameable in holiness before 
God, even our Father, at the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ with all his 
saints” (1 Thess. 3:12, 13). This also 
was a special petition in the prayer 
of the Lord recorded in John 17. He 
prayed for His own and us who are 
His now: “Sanctify them through thy 
truth: thy word is truth” (John 17:17). 


8. We should pray for fresh supplies 
of the Holy Spirit. Though the words 
of Luke 11:13 were given before the 
coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, 
they hold good always. “If ye then, 
being evil, know how to give good 
gifts unto your children: how much 





more shall your heavenly Father give 
the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?” 

We are always in need of fresh sup- 
plies of the Spirit. That is the mean- 
ing of the words of Ephesians 5:18: 
“be filled [be being filled] with the 
Spirit.” Paul expected fresh supplies 
of the Spirit, as he wrote in Philippians 
1:19: “For I know that this shall turn 
to my salvation through your prayer, 
and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus 
Christ.” Of course Paul:had the Spirit 
of God, but through the prayers of the 
saints at Philippi he expected fresh 
supplies of the Spirit. 

Andrew Murray writes in his famous 
book, “The Spirit of Christ’: “We wait 
on the Father and the Son for ever 
increasing inflowings and workings of 
the blessed Spirit.” Bowen writes: “The 
Spirit of God comes as the rain, that 
must still come and come again: as the 
wind, that must still blow and blow 
again.” 

May we, too, say with the Psalmist: 
“T shall be anointed with fresh oil” 
(Psa. 92:10). James F. Govan of Scot- 
land testified, “Often have I come to 
Him to be ‘anointed with fresh oil,’ 
and as often has He poured out His 
Spirit upon me.” 

He poured His oil upon my soul 
And touched me yesterday, 
wy oy making whole 
dening all my way; 
But, though it then was sweet to me, 
Its perfume steals away; 
I want that fragrance constantly, 


I need fresh oil today! 
—Eleanor Ruth Stephens 


(To be continued) 
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Believing With Your Mind 
or Your Heart 


There is a young man preaching 
in the community church where I 
teach a Junior class. Almost every 
Sunday he makes the statement, “This 
is not believing with your mind, but 
believing with your heart.” And he 
points to his head and heart. I don’t 
know what he means. I want to get 
this straightened out in my own mind 
on account of the little folks I am 
teaching. 

When I say I believe something 
with all my heart, I mean that no 
one could change me—like believing 
that Christ came to this world, was 
crucified, and rose again, and that it 
is only through His shed blood that 
we can be saved. 

But I still think that is believing 
with my mind. I know the Bible 
uses the term of believing with the 
heart, but I always understood that 
to be figurative and to mean that we 
really did believe and trust God.—A 
Kansas reader. 

One of the generally accepted mean- 
ings of the word heart today, according 
to Webster’s Dictionary, has to do with 
the source of emotions, as contrasted 

(Continued on page 436) 
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The Bible as a Guide to Christian Writers 


tor of a Sunday school journal 

for which I wrote a weekly col- 
umn, I naively suggested, “Suppose I 
run out of ideas!” 

He looked at me with kind, pene- 
trating eyes. “You won’t,” he promised, 
“not as long as you use the Book.” 

For ten years, until health and in- 
creasing responsibilities caused me to 
stop, I tried to follow that advice, and 
the more closely I adhered, the more 
fluent were the thoughts. 

Today, as much as at any time in 
history, Christian writers are needed. 
As Christian writers, we need the Book. 
We need it for our own inspiration and 
aS a supreme example of good writing. 
We need it in order to know Christ and 
to learn how to make Him real to others. 

What is the ultimate purpose of writ- 
ing? Is it not to entertain, inform, and 
inspire readers? Let us illustrate the 
relationship of the writer, reader, and 
story. The “story,” in this study, may 
be several types of writing: Bible study, 
adventure, fiction, biography, or some 
other. 

The writer starts the story; the 
reader, we hope, finishes it; but the 
story it is that forms a link between 
the two. If the writer has done a good 
piece of work, the reader may not be 
aware of him, but never can the writer 
forget the reader. 


Die « an interview with the edi- 


The Need of a Central Theme 


Each piece of writing should have a 
central theme, a thread that runs 
through the whole structure, binding it 
together. As Christian writers, let us 
analyze the Bible and see how we can 
apply what we find to our problem of 
writing. Start with the theme. How 
can we simplify the theme of Scrip- 
ture? What is the basic premise? 

Two Christians, during a recent war 
in China, wanted to communicate with 
each other across the isolation of their 
prison cells. They were given, at 
Christmas, the privilege of exchanging 
one word, and this was the word they 
chose, each unknown to the other: “Im- 
manuel”! All the horror of their situ- 
ation could not overcome the fact that 
God was with them: God, through His 
Son Jesus Christ. 

All the conflict of the ages cannot 
overthrow the fact of Immanuel. Here 
is the central theme of Scripture. 

From Genesis to Revelation God did 
not leave Himself without personal wit- 
nesses to His presence. How is the pat- 
tern developed? By plotting the Bible 
we may get a new concept of the im- 
pact of Christ upon humanity. 

As writers, we remember that a plot 
is a sequence of incidents that precip- 
itate the climax. A plot presents a 
problem that is resolved in the end. 
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Why they need the Book 


While The Sunday School Times is 
not a paper designed particularly 
for writers, there are undoubtedly 
among its readers many who have 
considered writing as a possible 
field of Christian service. The prin- 
ciples here given by an experienced 
Christian writer may also be sug- 
gestive to Sunday school teachers 
who may wish to encourage Chris- 
tian writing among their pupils. 








In the beginning the reader must be 
disturbed by a question that seems un- 
answerable. As suspense builds up the 
reader wonders how the actors can es- 
cape from their difficulties. Not until 
the climax does he see the solution to 
the dilemma, and by the time the con- 
clusion makes him close the book, the 
reader should be satisfied. 

Notice how the Bible starts: “In the 
beginning God created...” We find 
action that results in an ideal setting. 
God lives close to the mankind He has 
formed in image like Himself. Soon, 
however, circumstances develop. that 
cause man to lose his trust, and a veil 
is drawn across the Heavens. Adam 
and Eve have sinned. Conflict begins. 

In the build-up of the story, from the 
incident of Cain and Abel at their al- 
tars to shepherds watching sheep on a 
Judean hill, we witness the struggle of 
man as he tries, in his own strength, 
to overcome the forces, natural and 
human, that halt him from victorious 
living. 

Where is the climax? Is it the scene 
at the manger? Is it Jesus going about 
doing good? Is it on the cross? 








Mercy 
By Grace Robinson 
Psalm 32:10 


OMPASSED about with mercy 
Is the soul that trusts in Thee; 
No circumstance attends him 
Where mercy will not be. 


In mercy Thou wilt temper 
The chilling wind to him, 
And when the darkness gathers, 
His lamp in mercy trim. 


Provided by Thy mercy, 
When the battle rages fierce, 

The shield of Thy protection 
No enemy can pierce. 


Thanks be to Thee whose mercy, 
E’er Thou created man, 

In righteousness and judgment 
Devised salvation’s plan. 


Compassed about with mercy, 
Most plenteous and most sure, 

Thy child shall walk securely 
While earth and Heaven endure. 


TIPWELL BIBLE 


By BEATRICE E. BORCHARDT 


The great awakening, when the 
reader sees the final answer begin to 
unfold, comes at the tomb when an 
angel tells the women, “He is not here: 
for he is risen.” 

Christ’s triumph over death is not 
enough. There must be personal chal- 
lenge. Disciples must see Jesus and 
talk with Him; they must be filled with 
power as His Spirit captures their na- 
ture; they must tell others that Christ 
transforms. Only He, they declare, can 
relieve the tensions of the human heart. 

Finally the disciples conclude that 
human Utopias and social systems do 
not bring answers to man’s search for 
a better way to live. 

“In the beginning God created the 
heaven and the earth.” He must create 
a “new heaven and a new earth” be- 
fore the theme of Immanuel will be 
complete. 

The writer, we noted, works always 
with the reader in mind. For example, 
in the Gospel of John, we discover this 
purpose: “These [things] are written 
that ye might believe ...” They were 
written for the reader. 


Why We Write 


We write to entertain, inform, in- 
spire. Again, look at John’s Gospel. 
The pictures are dramatic: a wedding; 
sick people healed; bread passed out; 
a-dead man made alive. They reveal 
real people doing actual things. The 
reader can identify himself with any 
one of them whose life was touched by 
Christ. 

The pictures inform. They present 
life as it was at that time: buying and 
selling of sacrifices in the Temple; 
house-top rooms where guests could 
visit; long walking trips from Judea to 
Galilee; crowds following a_ great 
Teacher to discover what He would do 
next; the custom of feet-washing; Pass- 
over feasts. 

The story inspires. We do not hear 
John’s words only. The Holy Spirit 
speaks through the writing and gives 
us assurance that Jesus meant what He 
said: “I am the bread of life”; “the 
light of the world”; “the good shep- 
herd”; “the true vine.” 

In order to rate a piece of writing as 
“good,” other points must be con- 
sidered: timeliness, prominence, prox- 
imity, consequence, and human interest. 
A book must please the reader. 

How does the Book please the reader? 
Let us check the points, one by one. 

Timeliness. The Bible is eternally 
suitable. All the problems of mankind 
have been revealed through its pages, 
and solutions are there. When man 
follows the suggestions in the Book, 
circumstances may not change, but 
man’s ability to endure is strengthened. 
We may scan history to see how this 
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has been done: Christians bravely suf- 
fering persecution, martyrs dying with 
a song and a prayer. 

Today we face a nuclear-space age 
with people struggling to solve their 
problems while they grow panicky. 

Then we look at the Book: “Let not 
your heart be troubled, neither let it 
be afraid.” “Be anxious for nothing 

. . the peace of God... shall keep 
your hearts.” “Casting all your care 
upon him; for he careth for you.” 
Solutions to up-to-date problems are 
there. 

Prominence. The Bible was the first 
book to be printed by Gutenberg’s 
press. It was the first to be translated 
into other languages, and the only one 
to be written, at least in part, in one 
thousand tongues and more. It can be 
found in almost every Christian home, 
and is the world’s best seller. 

In a large gathering this question was 
asked: “If you were going where you 
could take only three books, which 
would you choose?” Without exception 
the Bible was named as one. 

Proximity. “Will the reader turn the 
page?” What we write must appeal to 
the reader or we lose him. The Bible, 
when it is read sincerely, makes this 
appeal. Man sees himself there, sin- 
ning, repenting, hoping, suffering, find- 
ing release. 

Again, he finds variety of interest for 
varying moods and needs: history, po- 
etry, prophecy, stories, sermons, coun- 
sel, assurance of eternal life. 

Furthermore, the Bible makes its ap- 
peal to various age levels and all types 
of people. 

Consequence. Is it enough to see 
oneself as one is? What happens when 
one is stabbed awake through reading 
the Bible? How does reading the Bible 
affect the reader? Does it contain a 
challenge for action? 





The Bible shows the reader not only 
what he is but what he may become. 
Human personality does not become 
flawless, yet the Reader of the BOOK 
may become a little “book” for other 
observing “readers” to translate into 
their own language. 

Human Interest. Nowhere except in 
the Bible can a writer find such superb 
examples of drama and emotion. Get 
acquainted with the stories of Joseph, 
David, Daniel, Peter, Paul, Mary Mag- 
dalene, Queen Esther, Ruth. These con- 
tain the elements of good story writing: 
atmosphere, action, conflict, suspense, 
plausibility. The reader continues to 
turn the page, and in the end he is 
satisfied. Solutions answer the longings 
of the heart. 

The Bible is a book of bad people as 
well as good. Characters do not always 
become noble and “live happily ever 
after,” as they do in “escape” stories. 
Each one reaps what he has sown, and 
eternal happiness comes to those only 
upon whom the Spirit of God’s Son has 
made an impact. 

Too many modern writers present the 
problems that gnaw at the soul of man- 
kind, while they fail to give solutions 
that satisfy the soul. 

Christian writers do not need to be 
limited to Bible studies, but we must 
become saturated with the spirit of the 
Book; know its teachings, appreciate 
its technique and language, let it in- 
spire us until we can bring entertain- 
ment, information, or inspiration to our 
readers in an intelligent Christian way. 
The Psalm-writer said the Book was a 
“lamp” to his feet and a “light” to his 
path. It sheds a light that will never 
go out. 

As the editor said, if we use the 
Book, we should never “run out of 
ideas.” 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 


Return of the Prodigal 


The story behind the cover illustration 


ee stained-glass artist 
and father of outstanding Chris- 
tian children, Lawrence Saint has al- 
ways been fascinated by our Lord’s 
parable of the Prodigal Son as recorded 
in the fifteenth chapter of Luke’s Gospel. 

Mr. Saint’s first painting of the Prodi- 
gal was given to a Sunday school. A 
second one is in a Gospel mission, and a 
third rendering hangs in a theological 
seminary. Artist Saint’s fourth por- 
trayal of this warm parable is in a 
stained-glass window in St. Mary’s 
Chapel, Washington Cathedral. 

The cover illustration on this issue of 
THE SunDAY ScHOOL TIMES is a black- 
and-white reproduction of the artist’s 
fifth and (in his opinion) climactic ef- 
fort to visualize the parable of the Prodi- 
gal Son. It is the result of eight months 
of ‘earnest labor, prayer, perspiration, 
and inspiration, as he puts it. 

Explaining the picture, Mr. Saint 
says: “The Prodigal is clothed in rags— 
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our very righteousness is as filthy rags in 
His sight. The father I have pictured as 
a rich landowner who lives in a castle 
and has servants appropriate to a man 
of means. Above the Prodigal is a 
golden cloud that symbolizes new life 
in Christ. ‘Therefore if any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature: old things 
are passed away; behold, all things are 
become new.’ The dark cloud suggests 
our sins, which are passed away. On 
the roadway are three servants who 
have heard the good news and are run- 
ning to catch up with the happy father, 
to bring forth the best robe, and put it 
on the son. And another is to put a 
ring on his hand and a third is to put 
shoes on his feet. A butcher is coming 
up behind the old father. He will kill 
the fatted calf. The old, barren tree 
suggests an unfruitful life away from 
Christ in the far country. The vulture, 
which lives on dead matter, has been 
robbed of his prey, because the prodigal 








has repented and now has new life in 
Christ.” 

Few people realize the arduous labor 
that sometimes goes into a work of art. 
Artist Saint describes his experience in 
painting this particular picture: “First 
the roof leaked, but no real harm was 
done; then I could not get the canvas 
tight. In enlarging the two figures I 
got them too far apart, making a hole in 
the center of the composition. I tried 
every way to make up for this mistake. 

“T had a flock of sheep in, which I had 
to take out; a herd of cattle was next 
taken out. I had a wheat field and 
wheat in the shoots. My son Dave 
said: ‘The eye goes right to the center.’ 
So I took out the wheat field. 

“T felt a grapevine and grapes would 
balance the composition on the right 
side. My friend, Edward, a local artist, 
said I ought to show more grapevine 
farther down. I put it in. Frank 
Snyder, portraitist, told me how to 
make the Prodigal’s head more dra- 
matic. 

“T felt I needed a native in the front 
where the wheat field had been. My 
dad, an artist, had painted a stream or 
creek. It had been a mill race once. I 
thought it would be all right to use his 
stream—it was all in the family any- 
way. 

“I was praying and trying to compose 
a figure for the old father. I put a 
golden robe on him with jade to orna- 
ment the border of his garment. I tried 
to make a loving, happy expression, but 
it always seemed to look artificial. 

“Now I introduced three of the serv- 
ants for there were three things the fa- 
ther wanted his son to have: the best 
robe, a ring on his finger, and shoes on 
his feet. Each one was to get one of 
these. I developed them without mod- 
els. I should not have yielded to such 
a temptation. 

“I tried one color scheme after an- 
other. The picture was too big to turn 
upside down, as artists do, so I got a 
mirror and looked at it in reverse. 
Well, to say I was shocked would be to 
put it mildly. By this time as I recol- 
lect, I had pulled down the grape arbor 
and all the grapes. Well, those servants 
were so depraved and ugly looking I 
saw there was nothing to do but get 
them off the canvas. 

“The paint was already thick with all 
the changes I had made. A friend, a 
house painter had told me that baking 
soda made into a thick paste and left 
awhile would remove paint. It surely 
did. I scraped palette-knifefuls of it off, 
down to the bare canvas. 

“T had been having a lot of trouble 
with the green fields—I would try warm 
green, cool green, gray green, and the 
like. None of them looked right. Some 
of my friends were praying for me— 
one, a shut-in, who had lots of time to 
pray—and finally it dawned on me that 
what the home-coming, starving son 
was interested in was bread, bread, 
bread! | 

“It takes wheat to make bread. The 
Prodigal Son had said, ‘How many serv- 
ants of my father have bread enough 
and to spare and I perish with hunger!’” 
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So I covered just about the whole farm 
with wheat fields—golden grain that 
feeds the world. 

“Then I had also a golden castle 
where the old father lived. Well now, 
the Lord seemed to give me real in- 
spiration. Different ideas seemed to fall 
into place. I put a cypress tree in the 
right corner. Behind the Prodigal, I put 
a tree said to be one of the oldest in 
the world, shown in the National Geo- 
graphic. Then I put on to this old gray 
wreck of a tree, a vulture. He had been 
cheated of his prey, for the Prodigal, al- 
most nothing but bones, had come back: 
‘Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is 
a new creature: old things are passed 
away; behold, all things are become 
new.’ I had the vulture turned away 
from the Prodigal. 

“T added a golden glorious ‘ice cream’ 
type of cloud and a black one rolling 
away. 

“Things were getting exciting now. 
The golden wheat fields were nice to 
put figures against. I got my wife up 
every evening to talk things over. If 
she didn’t have the strength to climb 
the stairs, I helped to pull her up. 

“Now, what to do about the figure of 
the old father became important. 

“There was one missionary who had 
dropped in here, whose rugged deep- 
lined face appealed to me. 

“I asked Rev. Herman Becker to come 
pose for the head of the father. He has 
a kind, loving countenance, and I tried 
hard to get his compassionate look. 
You would not recognize him, for I 
‘operated’ on his nose and gave him a 
long, white beard. I carefully studied 
his hands outstretched in loving antici- 
pation, for he is shown as just about to 
embrace his son and as the Greek text 
puts it, passionately to kiss him again 
and again.” 
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Nuggets for Your 
Temperance Teaching 
By Helen G. H. Estelle 


Honorary President of the New York Woman’s 
Christian Temperance Union 

Virginia Defeats the Selling of Liquor 
by the Drink.—Two bills that would 
have permitted the licensing of cock- 
tail lounges in Virginia were killed by 
the House Committee by a vote of 
fourteen to three on February 11, 1960. 
Some four hundred spectators and wit- 
nesses attended the two-and-one-half- 
hour session. Aroused public sentiment 
can kill many of the advances desired 
by the Enemy. 


The 1960 Brotherhood Award, given 
by the nominating committee of the 
National Conference of Christians and 
Jews, selected Mr. Kronheim, a leading 
liquor wholesaler of Washington, for the 
award. One wonders on what basis 
the award was made by this organi- 
zation representing Protestant, Catholic, 
and Jewish leaders of the nation’s cap- 
ital. Whatever contribution he may 


have made for brotherhood, his wealth 


May 28, 1960 (Lesson for June 12) 


came from the sale of alcoholic liquors, 
which contribute largely to personal 
misunderstandings, quarrels, family 
break-ups, crime, and delinquency. 


Beer in the News.—In Leipzig, Ger- 
many, a brewer wants to sell Americans 
on the idea of drinking beer out of 
square bottles that later can be used 
as glass bricks for insulation. He sug- 
gests the slogan, “Build Your House 
With Beer.” You may build a house 
with beer, but you can never build a 
home. 


For others, I abstain for an unques- 
tionable reason, namely, I desire to 
avoid completely any responsibility for 
causing, by example, my own children 
or the sons and daughters of other par- 
ents to become victims of alcoholism 
and all the other tragedies that result 
from the use of alcoholic beverages.— 
Dr. Andrew Ivy. 


It’s Been Decided!—The chemist de- 
fines alcohol as a poison. The biologist 
calls it a hazard. The pathologist calls 
it a narcotic. The sociologist calls it 
a waste. The economist calls it a para- 
site. The psychologist calls it a deceiver. 
The embryologist calls it a menace. 
The criminologist calls it an accessory 
to crime.—Dr. Roy L. Smith. 


If we had never seen a drunken 
man, we would stand in horror at the 
sight. Except for the fact that the 
liquor trade is an ancient one, but- 
tressed by many social precedents, the 
church could eliminate it in one year. 


Abraham Lincoln Often Spoke 
Against the Liquor Traffic—‘This le- 
galized liquor, as carried on in the 
saloons and grogshops, is the tragedy 
of our civilization. Alcohol has proved 
itself to be the greatest foe, the most 
blighting curse of our modern civili- 
zation, and this is why I am a practical 
prohibitionist. We must not be 
satisfied until the public sentiment and 
the individual conscience shall be in- 
structed to look upon the saloonkeeper 
and the liquor seller as simply and 
only a privileged malefactor—a crim- 
inal.” 


This National Disgrace—A_ radio 
commentator was giving a report of 
the scene at the Geneva Conference. 
Selwyn Lloyd of Great Britain was 
sipping gin and soda; Christian Herter 
of the United. States was drinking 
Scotch and ginger ale; the French dele- 
gate had wine; but the Russian dele- 
gate was sipping Coca Cola. What can 
we expect from such conferences? 


Government figures show that alco- 
holism in the U.S.A. is now seven times 
more prevalent than cancer. There are 
six times as many alcoholics as there 
are active and inactive cases of tuber- 
culosis. Here are the figures: 


Alcoholism 5,015,000 
Tuberculosis 800,000 
Cancer 700,000 

It seems that pleasure—even the 


pleasures of the prodigal son type—is 
the most desired pursuit of our society. 
Billy Graham said recently, “Recre- 
ation and entertainment consume far 





too much of our time. Our leisure 
hours are being misspent. We are en- 
tertainment crazy. Some of the old- 
fashioned disciplines of life are fading. 
As a result, we are not producing the 
philosophic thinkers and great states- 
man-like leaders that the past generations 
produced.” The insecure “entertainment” 
(so called) afforded by the cocktail hour 
may be responsible for the enslaved wills 
and weak judgment offered by some 
leaders today. 

Andrew Carnegie stated without 
equivocation, “You are more likely to 
fail in your career from acquiring the 
habit of drinking liquor than from any 
of the other temptations likely to assail 
you. I have known of but few ex- 
ceptions to this rule.” 


The Religious News Service in Wash- 
ington, D.C., reported that Americans 
spend about fifteen per cent more for 
cigarettes and other tobacco products 
than they give to all churches and 
religious and charitable activities. Ac- 
cording to the U.S. Department of Agri- 
culture, Religious News Service said, 
expenditures for cigarettes and tobacco 
products in 1957 totaled $4,262,000,000. 


Drinking has always been one of the 
major concerns of religion, for religion 
is concerned with people and their re- 
lationship to God. In both the Old 
and the New Testaments we find stern 
warnings about this evil and its power 
to “bite like a serpent and sting like 
an adder.” We are told by such a man 
as Upton Sinclair in his book, “The 
Cup of Fury,” that three out of four 
college students drink. If we fail to 
recognize that this is a concern of the 
greatest magnitude for the church, then 
we must be insensitive indeed to the 
influence and example that we set. 


The general Uniform Lesson Topic 
deals with “The Two Ways.” If we are 
to have the disciplined life, we must 
choose our way. No person chooses to 
be an alcoholic. He does choose to 
take the first glass, and the second, 
and the third, until he becomes a vic- 
tim. The only safe and Christian way 
is the way of total abstinence. Let us 
remember what Frances Willard, the 
great educator, organizer, and Metho- 
dist, said—that where there is drink 
there is danger. 


New Airmail Stamp To Have Bible 
Verse.—A Bible verse will appear on 
a new ten-cent stamp for overseas air- 
mail to Latin America and the West 
Indies. The stamp will picture the 
Liberty Bell and its famed inscription, 
“Proclaim liberty throughout all the 
land unto all the inhabitants thereof,” 
taken from Leviticus 25: 10. 


An Associated Press report from 
Puebla, Mexico, says that bar and cab- 
aret owners, with the backing of 
brewers, have hired lawyers to fight 
an ordinance closing the red-light dis- 
tricts. They claim the new law has 
ruined their night business. Alcohol 
is usually at the bottom of most mis- 
deeds. ; 
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THE KING JAMES VERSION 


Matt. 7:13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the 
gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and 
many there be which go in thereat: 

14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which 
leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. 


Luke 15:11 And he said, A certain man had two sons: 

12 And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give 
me the portion of goods that falleth to me. And he divided 
unto them his living. 

13 And not many days after the younger son gathered all 
together, and took his journey into a far country, and there 
wasted his substance with riotous living. 

14 And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine 


International Uniform Lesson 





THE TWO WAYS 


(Temperance) 


Matthew 7:13, 14; Luke 15:11-32; printed text, Matthew 7:13, 14; Luke 15:11-24 
Golden Text.—In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy 


paths.—Prov. 3:6 


hired servants of my father’s have bread enough and to 
spare, and I perish with hunger! 

18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, 
Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, 

19 And am no more worthy to be called thy son: .make 
me as one of thy hired servants. ; 

20 And he arose, and came to his father. But when he 
was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had com- 
passion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. 

21 And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned 
against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to 
be called thy son. 

22 But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best 
robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes 
on his feet: 

23 And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us 


in that land; and he began to be in want. 


15 And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that 
country; and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 
16 And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks 
and no man gave unto him. 
17 And when he came to himself, he said, How many 


that the swine did eat: 


eat, and be merry: 


24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was 
lost, and is found. And they began to be merry. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council] of Religicus Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


N THE Sermon on the Mount the 
| Lord Jesus declared that humanity 

is divided into two sharply con- 
trasted groups. Some men enter the 
narrow door and follow the narrow but 
rewarding way. Others crowd through 
the wide door and move along the wide 
but perilous way. 


Later He illustrated this teaching by 
giving to His followers and to the world 
the classic parable of the Prodigal Son. 
The elder boy remained with his father 
on the narrow path. The, younger 
yielded to the seductive appeal of the 
wide road. 


What is meant by the “gate” and 
the “way”? Christ is the “door” to life 
everlasting and abundant (John 10:9). 
He is also the only “way” to the Father 
(John 14:6). Whoever comes to Him 
for salvation finds the door and the 
way. But thereafter one must keep to 
the narrow path of love, obedience, and 
virtue. This is made possible as he 
remains yielded to the Holy Spirit. 


Three basic differences may be noted 
between the way of salvation and vic- 
tory on the one hand, and the way of 
eternal loss and disobedience on the 
other. One is narrow, demanding, ex- 
clusive; the other is wide, inviting, ap- 
pealing to the natural man. One is 
chosen by the few, the other by the 
many. One leads to everlasting life 
and happiness; the other to destruc- 
tion, separation from God forever. 
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Verse by Verse 

Matt. 7:13—“Enter ye in at the strait 
gate .. . wide is the gate, and broad 
is the way, that leadeth to destruction 

. many ... go in thereat.” “Strait” 
is “narrow.” “Destruction” does not 
mean “annihilation,” but “continued, 
painful existence apart from God.” The 
narrow gate is that of faith and loving 
obedience. The wide gate and broad 
way of faithlessness and disobedience 
have a greater appeal to the flesh; but 
the end thereof is eternal separation 
from the Lord. 


Verse 14.—“Because strait is the gate 

. narrow ... the way, which leadeth 
unto life ... few there be that find it.” 
Christ is both “the door” and “the way” 
(John 10:9, 14:6) leading to everlasting 
life. Relatively few come to Him for 
salvation, because faith in Him and a 
life of dedication demand repentance, 
total commitment, and separation from 
the enticing but deceptive snares of 
the world. 


Luke 15:11—“‘And he said, A certain 
man had two sons.” The two ways 
will now be illustrated by the spiritual 
classic known as the parable of the 
Prodigal Son. The word “prodigal” 
does not actually occur in the Bible. 
But the spendthrift younger son had 
all the qualifications inherent in the 
word! 

Verse 12.—“. . . the younger .. . said 
to his father ... give me the portion 
of goods that falleth to me ... he di- 
vided unto them his living.” The young 
man had doubtless reached the age of 
official independence and maturity. 
Hebrew law decreed that the elder of 


two sons should receive twice as much 
of the paternal inheritance as_ the 
younger. Hence at this division of 
goods the elder boy got two-thirds and 
the younger one-third. 

Verse 13.—“. . the younger son 
gathered all together took his 
journey into a far country .. . there 
wasted his substance with riotous liv- 
ing.” “Riotous” means “dissolute,” or 
“profligate.” To waste is to “scatter 
abroad.” The young man did not do 
things by halves: (1) he took all his 
goods, leaving nothing at home as a 
security measure; (2) he traveled far, 
to be sure of his independence; (3) 
he squandered all his resources. 


Verse 14—“. . . when he had spent 
all, there arose a mighty famine... 
he began to be in want.” His desperate 
need was due to two factors: (1) he 
had no substance left as the result of 
his sin; (2) prices soared because of 
the severe food shortage. 

Verse 15.—“... he... joined himself 
to a citizen of that country ... he sent 
him into his fields to feed swine.” 
“Joined” is “attached” or “clave to.” 
The citizen must have been a Gentile 
for he raised pigs. The very mention 
of “swine” revealed the degradation, 
from the Jews’ point of view, to which 
the wandering boy had sunk. 

Verse 16.—“. . . he would fain have 
filled his belly with the husks .. . the 
swine did eat ... no man gave unto 
him.” The “husks” were beanlike pods 
of the locust tree. The young man had 
reached the depths: he shared the diet 
of pigs, and his appeals to men for aid 
were in vain. 
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Verse 17.—“. . when he came to 
himself, he said, How many hired serv- 
ants of my father’s have bread .. . to 
spare, and I perish with hunger!” His 
extremity brought him to his senses, 
or at least forced him to reflect. His 
condition was more debased than that 
of his family servants, and he was a 
son! The servants had too much to 
eat while he was in danger of star- 
vation. Such a reversal of values was 
intolerable. 

Verse 18—“I will arise and go to my 
father, and will say .. . Father, I have 
sinned against heaven, and before thee.” 
Literally, “I sinned.” Heaven refers to 
God. The prodigal son now takes the 
first, essential steps to restoration. He 
repents and will confess his iniquity 
both against God and his father. He 
does not linger to consider further, but 
resolves to rise at once and remedy 
matters. 

Verse 19.—“And am no more worthy 
to be called thy son: make me as one 
of thy hired servants.” This confession 
and plea reveal a truly humble heart. 
The boy’s desire to join the servants 
was no longer prompted by the thought 
that they had adequate food, but by a 
sense of his own unworthiness to be 
welcomed as a son. 


Verse 20.—‘“. . . he arose ... came to 
his father. . . . When he was yet a 
great way off, his father saw him. . 
had compassion ... ran, and fell on his 
neck, and kissed him.” The three lov- 
ing acts of his father resulted from the 
fact that he was eagerly awaiting his 
boy and focusing his gaze on the hori- 
zon in the hope that the son would re- 
turn; and that when he beheld the 
bedraggled, footsore wanderer, he was 
overcome with mixed emotions of joy 
and pity. 

Verse 21—“And the son said . 
Father, I have sinned against heaven, 
and in thy sight ...am no more worthy 
to be called thy son.” The son carried 
out his resolution. .He uttered the 
words he had determined to speak, with 
one exception. He did not request to 
join the servants. Why? Either be- 
cause his father interrupted his speech 
by calling for the robe, ring, and shoes; 
or else because the sight of his beloved 
father and the loving welcome over- 
whelmed him with the realization that 
nothing had altered his sonship. 


Verse 22.—“. . . the father said to his 
servants, Bring forth the best robe, 
and put it on him ...a ring on his 
hand . . . shoes on his feet.” Every 
wandering, repentant sinner needs the 
spotless robe of the Saviour’s righteous- 
ness. The ring speaks of position and 
authority. Shoes separate one from 
contact with earth and prepare him to 
move out into service. The father gave 
robe, ring, and shoes to the prodigal. 
He had forgiven him, recognized him, 
restored him, and welcomed him out 
of the world into the family circle. 

Verse 23.—“. . . bring hither the fatted 
calf... kill it... let us eat, and be 
merry...” <A feast suggests fellow- 
Ship. The shedding of an animal’s 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


10. June 5.—The Golden Rule. Mat- 
thew 7:1-12; Luke 10:25-37 


Next Week’s Lesson 
12. June 19.—Bearing Good Fruits. 


Matthew 7:15-23; 25:31-46; 
Luke 18:6-9; Genesis 1:1-11 








blood, the father’s loving heart, and 
the son’s repentance and return made 
this feast possible. So fellowship with 
God results from His mercy, Christ’s 
sacrifice, and saving faith. 

Verse 24.—“. this my son was 
dead ... is alive again . . . was lost, 
and is found . .. they began to be 
merry.” The young man was “dead” 
because separated, alienated from his 
father. Restoration to God’s heart and 
home is indeed a “resurrection,” a 
change of status from lost to found, a 
revolutionary, transforming, joyous ex- 
perience. It brings gladness to the in- 
dividual and to others who love the 
Lord. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

God’s ideal for all His people is that 
they remain steadfastly on the narrow 
way of fellowship with His dear Son. 
But even those who tread this way 
must be on the alert against insidious 
temptation. In our Lord’s parable the 
son whoestayed at home and who could 
boast, “Neither transgressed I at any 
time thy commandment” (Luke 15:29), 
was yet guilty of jealousy and selfish- 
ness. 

The distressing experiences of the 
prodigal and his return to his father 
speak volumes to the listening heart. 

Man often fails to appreciate the 
blessedness of nearness to God. The 
wide road to destruction beckons. The 
things of the world seem so attractive. 
The sparkling cup of wine, the removal 
of inhibitions, the freedom in the far 
country, the magnetism of loose com- 
pany—all may exert a powerful appeal. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


1O WHAT destinies do the broad and 

narrow ways lead? 

2. Why is the wide gate so popular? 

3. What three actions reveal the 
prodigal son’s spirit of revolt? 

4. From the Jewish viewpoint what 
proves the prodigal’s desperate con- 
dition? 

5. How did the prodigal’s worldly 
associates treat him when his money 
was gone? 

6. What first prompted the prodigal 
to decide to return home? 

7. What proved his change of heart? 

8. What indicates that the father was 
on the alert for him? 

9. What gifts did the father bestow 
upon his returning son? 

10. Why was the elder brother dis- 
turbed? 

(Answers on page 434) 


But the end of this road is poverty, 
bondage, hunger, and death. 

Thank God that His Father-heart 
beats with love for prodigals. The 
hungry, wayward boy came to the end 
of his rope and resources. Thoughts 
of home and of his sin overwhelmed 
him with remorse, brought him to re- 
pentance, and to his father’s house. His 
father was watching and waiting for 
him, rushed to meet him, showered 
him with affection, and gave him his 
choicest gifts. 

Oh, the treachery of the wide road 
and the degradation wrought by sin! 
But thanks be to God for His amazing, 
unchanging, overflowing grace. 

Outline of the Lesson 

1. The strait and narrow ways (Matt. 
7:13, 14) 

2. The prodigal on the wide, destruc- 
tive way (Luke 15: 11-19) 

3. The prodigal’s return to the narrow 
way (vv. 20-24) 

4. The elder brother’s envy (vv. 25-32) 

Topics for Development 

Grace. The father never forgot his 
wandering boy. He watched, yearned, 
and waited. When at length the prodi- 
gal returned, the father glanced not at 
his torn and ragged garments. This 
was his son—sorry for his sin, repent- 
ant, contrite, and above all returning 
home. The boy had drained the cup 
of sin to the dregs. But his father 
still loved him. The best robe, the 
ring, the shoes—all were gifts of grace, 
signs of forgiveness and welcome. Christ 
is able to save “to the uttermost” (Heb. 
7:25) them that come unto God by 
Him. 

The jealousy of the elder brother 
makes the father’s grace stand out in 
sharp relief. Man accuses, condemns, 
and compares. God in grace, and for 
the Lord Jesus’ sake, forgives. 


Practical Applications 

Are you afraid to be called narrow? 
Banish your fear. The way to God is 
narrow. It is the way of faith, con- 
secration, obedience, and _ separation 
unto the Lord. But it is the way of 
happiness. 

Broad-mindedness may make the 
broad gate to destruction inviting. Is 
it any wonder that in some cities the 
main amusement thoroughfare is called 
Broadway? 

Sin may be most attractive, but it is 
always deadly. The first drink of liquor 
may be so stimulating, so emancipating, 
such a proof that I’m a “good fellow”; 
but the end thereof may be appalling. 

The elder brother’s envious scorn did 
not help the situation. Sinners often 
need a helping hand more than harsh 
criticism. 

Have you recently thanked God for 
the robe of Christ’s righteousness that 
covers you, the ring of acceptance in 
the beloved, the Gospel shoes that en- 
able you to testify for your Lord and 
serve Him? 

Golden Text 

Prov. 3:6.—“In all thy ways acknowl- 
edge him, and he shall direct thy paths.” 
God promises to guide certain people 
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unerringly, to assist them in their de- 
cisions, to lead them step by step along 
their pilgrim way. Who are these peo- 
ple? Those who recognize Him, keep 
in close fellowship with Him, walk 
steadfastly with Him, and allow Him 
to control all their being. 


MEDIA, Pa. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Because strait is the gate... narrow 
... the way, which leadeth unto life...” 
(Matt. 7:14).—All this finds its fulfill- 
ment in the Lord Jesus. As for the 
portal, He said, “I am the door: by me 
if any man enter in, he shall be saved” 
(John 10:9). As for the way, He said, 
“I am the way ... no man cometh 
unto the Father but by me” (14:6). As 
for the life, He said in the same pas- 
sage, “I am the life.” 

The moment a person acknowledges 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour, that 
person has found the entrance and is 
in the way that leads to the Father; 
and he is a possessor of life that is life 
indeed! 

No one should find it difficult to enter 
an open door bearing a “Welcome” sign 
over it. The Lord Jesus is the door, 
and He says, “Come unto me” (Matt. 
11:28). And, in this lesson, He says, 
“Enter ye in.” 

The one who enters is not an in- 
truder. He is simply taking the Lord 
at His word. And he is assured a 
hearty reception; for our Lord said, 
“... him that cometh to me I will in 
no wise cast out.” 

I was in a home where the young 
son wanted his room to himself. He 
purchased a sign, and fastened it to 
the outside of his door. The sign read: 
“Keep Out. A Genius At Work!” It 
made one thankful that the all-wise 
Lord and Saviour had no such sign on 
the door to eternal life. 

“...A certain man had two sons...” 
(Luke 15:11).—The “certain man” re- 
presents God. The “two sons” repre- 
sent the two classes into which the 
Jews were divided at that time. They 
are named in the opening verses: (1) 
“publicans and sinners,” and (2) “the 
Pharisees and scribes.” The son whom 
we call the “prodigal” pictures the first 
class; while the elder brother illustrates 
the other. 

The publicans and sinners had some 
awareness of their need, and heard 
Christ “gladly.” The Pharisees and 
scribes were very self-righteous and 
felt no need of repentance. They found 
fault with the Lord for having anything 
to do with sinners. 

“... the younger son gathered all to- 
gether, and took his journey into a 
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far country ...” (Luke 15:13).—Many 
today are taking all that God in 
providence has given them—health, 
strength, means, ability, and some 
knowledge of divine things—and are 


going their own way to the far coun-| 


try of self-indulgence. “The first sign 
of going wrong is a yearning for spuri- 
ous liberty,” said Canon Farrar. 

“And when he had spent all, there 
arose a mighty famine...” (Luke 15: 
14) —He had “wasted his substance with 
riotous (or ruinous) living ... and he 
began to be in want.” Thank God for 
mighty famines that drive prodigals to 
a sense of their wretchedness and want. 
Even a poet like Byron knew the feel- 
ing. He wrote: 

My days are in the yellow leaf; 

The flowers and fruits of love are gone; 

The worm, the canker, and the grief 

Are mine alone! 

“... he sent him... to feed swine” 
(Luke 15:15).—When the Lord reached 
this point in His narration, the Jews 
to whom He was speaking would real- 
ize the depth of degradation to which 
the prodigal had fallen; for they had 
such a loathing for swine, they would 
not even name them, but spoke of a 
pig as “the other thing.” 

The erring one was willing to take 
his fill of “the husks that the swine 
did eat,” but “no man gave unto him.” 
When he was spending his money, he 
had companions; but now no one would 
minister to him. The same is true to- 
day! 

“And ... he came to himself .. .” 
(Luke 15:17)—His true self was 
reached when he recalled the provision 
for all in his father’s house and the sat- 
isfaction prevailing there. “How many 
hired servants of my father’s have bread 
enough and to spare, and I perish with 
hunger!” This led to self-judgment and 
confession: “I have sinned against 
heaven, and before thee.” 

This should encourage all who work 
or live with the young to give them 
the Word of God and to live Christ 
before them. For then, impressions of 
spiritual provision and godly content- 
ment shall be made, deep, deep down 
in their inner beings—impressions which 
Satan shall never be able to eradicate. 

In their dire need, in the far country, 
the Holy Spirit can bring to their re- 
membrance the fact that they observed 
such things in the home, or the Sunday 
school, or in services they attended. 
And it can lead to a confession of their 
sinfulness and can result in their con- 
version. 

Then like the returning prodigal, they 
will know the Father’s love and kiss of 
reconciliation, the best robe, ring, san- 
dals, fatted calf, and the merriment. 


Wawona, CALIF. 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 
SuGcESTED HyMNs 


“The King of Love My Shepherd Is” 
“Yield Not to Temptation” 
*T’ve Wandered Far Away From God” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
holy Heavenly Father, we thank Thee 
for our creation, our preservation, and 
all the daily tokens of Thy love toward 
us. Most we thank Thee for Thy great 
kindness in sending Thy Son to save us 
from our sins. For His words before us 
today we thank Thee and ask Thy help 
to hide them in our hearts and heed 
them in our lives. Take from us all 
that is unworthy of a Christian and 
keep us faithfully walking the narrow 
way that leads to life. Be merciful to 
all afflicted ones, to help, support and 
finally deliver them. Biess Thy truth 
proclaimed here and in all places today 
that many may be converted and Thy 
people be strengthened to persevere in 
the Christian way. Restrain the powers 
of darkness and bring us to the day 
when Thy will shall be done on earth 
as it is in Heaven. All this we ask in 
our Saviour’s name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Today we have 
heard our Lord saying: “Enter ye in 
by the narrow gate: for wide is the 

BROAD 
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gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth 
to destruction, and many are they that 
enter in thereby. For narrow is the 
gate, and straitened the way, that 
leadeth unto life, and few are they that 
find it” (Matt. 7:13, 14, A.S.V.). 

Years ago, godly Bishop Ryle of the 
Church of England made this comment 
on these words of Christ: “It must not 
satisfy us to follow the fashion and 
swim with the stream of those among 
whom we live. Our Lord says the way 
that leads to everlasting life is narrow 
and that few travel it. He says the 
way to destruction is broad and full of 
travelers. These are fearful truths! 
They ought to raise great questionings 
of heart. In one of the two ways here 
described every one of us is found. 
Which way am I going?” 

Both ways are entered by a gate, 
the gate of decision. To choose to go 
with the crowd takes us through the 
wide gate and sets us on the broad 
way leading to destruction. To decide 
to repent and trust and follow Christ 
is to enter the narrow gate into the nar- 
row way. Even those with Christian 
homes and training need to come to 
their own decision to take Christ and 
faithfully follow Him. Have you done 
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so? Do not let the narrowness of the 
gate and the hardness of the way turn 
you aside. Consider where the road 
you are taking will lead, not if it be 
easy to travel. “Surely,” wrote Bishop 
Ryle, “it is better to enter into life 


’ eternal with a few: than to go to de- 


struction with a great company.” 
Cautcary, ALTA., CAN. 





Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, in His great Sermon on 

the Mount our Lord, in the text 
for this lesson is using two gates for 
illustration. I am impressed by how 
effectively He used very commonplace 
objects to illustrate profound truths, 
but these two gates are by no means 
commonplace, because one stands for 
eternal life and the other for eternal 
death. Eternity is a profound mystery; 
sometimes I awake in the night and 
think about it and find it hard to go 
back to sleep. Strange, it is easier for 
me to think of eternity as the future 
than it is to think of it as the endless 
past. As I talked with a friend about 
it yesterday, he remarked that I was 
not thinking of eternity, but of “the 
beginning,” because there is bound to 
be something back of the beginning to 
be accounted for. 

But these two gates are both very 
wonderful: the one so narrow requires, 
in order to get through, the unloading 
of a lot of things one would like to 
keep, but leads into a way of greatest 
happiness and ends in eternal glory. 
The other, a great, broad, attractive 
gate, provides room enough to go 
through, carrying everything you like 
with you, sacrificing nothing, and with 
an apparent prospect of picking up 
many more comforts and _ pleasures 
along a six-lane highway. The Lord 
said, “Many there be which go in 
thereat”—to their destruction. The big, 
broad gate is a tragic disappointment. 

Let me use an illustration out of my 
own experience. It is crude and far 
from perfect, but covers some of the 
important points. Since boyhood I have 
loved to fish. It has been my one 
hobby up to the past year or two. At 
ten years of age, I would rise before 
daylight, milk the cows, then walk five 
miles to Dykes Creek, carrying two fish- 








My case is urgent, and I do not see 
how I am to be delivered; but this is 
no business of mine. He who makes 
the promise will find ways and means 
of keeping it. It is mine to obey His 
commands; it is not mine to direct His 
counsels. ...I call upon Him, and He 
will deliver —C. H. Spurgeon. 
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ing poles, my lunch, and a can of 
worms. Arriving at the creek soon 
after sunrise, I would fish till sundown 
and walk back home carrying (usually) 
a good string of perch and bream, my 
poles, and also my lunch (but the lat- 
ter inside of me and calling for more) 
and milk two impatient cows before 
eating my supper. That requires a lot 
of love for fishing. In later years I 
have enjoyed fishing all over this coun- 
try—north, south, east, and west. 

Now the incident: I went out to a 
lake where I had heard there was good 
fishing, but got a late start, and found 
quite a number of fishermen (some of 
them women) already lined along the 
shore, but they were not catching any- 
thing. Some were sitting back in the 
shade, letting their poles “set” with 
hooks baited, while others were chat- 
ting and eating and drinking refresh- 
ments. Seeing no good prospect there, 
I went on a little distance to the dam 
where quite a volume of water poured 
over into a deep but narrow gorge. 

The sides of the gorge were very 
steep, almost perpendicular. It looked 
rather hazardous, but I decided to make 
the descent. I had a minnow bucket 
nearly full of water and a dozen lively 
minnows, also two casting rods and 
my lunch, all of which so occupied 
my hands that I had difficulty clutch- 
ing the roots and bushes as I slid a 
good part of the way down. Here and 
there were the jutting edges of rocks, 
which added to the discomfort. 

However, I reached bottom without 
harm and stepped into the stream and 
waded up to the pool that had been 
made by the overflow. The water 
flowed around in a circle before find- 
ing its way to the outlet; it seemed 
to be four or five feet deep. I got a 
minnow from the bucket (tied to my 
belt) and placed it on the hook, casting 
it over near the falling water, and it 
began following the circle. In about 
two minutes I felt a sharp tug on the 
line, and after a tough fight succeeded 
in stringing a one and one-half-pound 
bass. The next cast brought in a two 
and one-half-pounder—and then on at 
short intervals I caught others about 
the same size until I had my one-day 
limit. 

I had to wade downstream quite a 
distance before I could get back up on 
a level with the lake; and I must con- 
fess I took considerable pride in walk- 
ing past those gasping, dawdling fish- 
ermen on the lake shore as I made my 
way to the car. 

Now here’s the point, fellows: the 
way along the lake shore was easy and 
comfortable; they had all kinds of 
equipment, refreshments, and even 
Magazines and newspapers; and “many 
went in thereat,” but no fish. The way 
down the narrow gorge was repelling, 
but it yielded the “peaceable fruits” 
of a fisherman’s joy. No one knows the 
way like Jesus; for He is “the way, the 
truth, and the life.” “Now no chasten- 
ing for the present seemeth to be joy- 
ous, but grievous: nevertheless after- 
ward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness unto them which are ex- 








ercised thereby. Wherefore lift up the 
hands which hang down, and the feeble 
knees; and make straight paths for your 
feet, lest that which is lame be turned 
out of the way” (Heb. 12:11-13). 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 





My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ODAY we learn Question and An- 

swer 9 on the card, “God the Son”: 
“Does the Lord Jesus love children?” 
“Jesus called them unto him, and said, 
Suffer little children to come unto me, 
and forbid them not: for of such is the 
kingdom of God” (Luke 18:16). 

Our lesson today is called “The Two 
Ways.” There are only two ways we 
can travel through this world. One 
leads to Heaven, the other to hell. Let 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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us read what Jesus said about this in 
Matthew 7:13-14. Our Memory Verse 
tells that He called little children to 
Himself. He still calls them. How 
happy the children who answer that 
call, and after coming to Him, go 
steadily on the Heavenward road ever 
after! 

A little girl who loved the Lord had 
a Christian mother, but an unsaved 
father. Once when she was asking him 
to come to church with them, he said, 
“You and your mother can go your 
way, and I’ll go mine.” The child said, 
“Which way are you going, Father?” 
He could not forget that question. He 
began to realize that he was on the 
broad road that leads to destruction, 
and before long, he received Christ as 
his Saviour. 

If a girl did not start on the narrow 
way in her childhood, she should in 
her early teens. If a decision for Christ 
is not made in youth, it may never be 
made. While older people do get saved, 
those that I have known had not heard 
the Gospel presented clearly before. 
Every time a person refuses Christ, 
or postpones accepting the offer of sal- 
vation, his heart is hardened. He may 
become so hard that he is indifferent 
to “eternal realities.” 

Some years ago, at a Bible camp, a 
teen-age girl became greatly concerned 
about her sins. She realized that she 
was traveling the broad way that leads 
to destruction. She said: “I want to 
be saved, but I’m afraid God won’t ac- 
cept me. I grew up in a Christian 
home, and have attended Sunday school 
all my life. I’ve had many chances to 
accept Christ, but I would not. I’m 
afraid it’s too late now.” I was happy 
to tell this anxious girl that it was not 
yet too late. I told her that her con- 
cern about her sins showed that God 
was calling her once more. But if she 
refused, her heart might become so 
hard that she could not hear the Sav- 
iour’s voice. That very day she joy- 
fully received Christ. Later she be- 
came a leader at that same camp! 

Now we will read Luke 15:11-24. Here 
is the story of a young fellow who did 
not start in childhood on the narrow 
road. He did not think of the next 
world at all, but only of having a good 
time in this world. He spent all that 
he had on worldly pleasures and sins. 
He “wasted his substance with riotous 
living” indicates that drinking was one 
of his vices. I want you girls to notice 
that he never recovered what he had 
lost in those years of riotous living. 
He would have unhappy memories all 
his life of things he had done that he 
wished he had not done, and of his 
worldly friends who all deserted him 
when his money was gone. Nor could 
he recover the share of his father’s 
wealth that he had squandered. Later 
on in the chapter the father said to the 
older son, “All that I have is thine.” 

There are two significant “begans” 
in this story. After the prodigal had 
spent all his money, he began to be in 
want. He would have continued in 
that unhappy condition all the rest of 
his life, if he had not returned to his 
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father. But he did return, and was 
lovingly and joyfully received back, 
as we have just read. They had a big 
celebration and they began to be merry. 
The joy that begins when a sinner 
comes to Christ has no end. I’m sure 
the prodigal son never stopped rejoic- 
ing in his wonderful father and his 
happy home, but I’m equally sure that 
he always wished he had appreciated 
them before he was old enough to 
leave home and waste his inheritance. 

If there’s anyone in our class who 
has not yet started on the narrow way 
that leads to Heaven, I pray you will 
start today! If you postpone your de- 
cision, you may never make it, and 
when you reach the end of your jour- 
ney you will find yourself at the wrong 
destination! Even if you accept Christ 
later in life, you will always regret 
your wasted years. Those who walk 
the heavenly road with the Lord Jesus, 
find pleasures and adventures with Him 
that the unsaved know nothing about, 
and their destination is Heaven! 


FERNDALE, WASH. 





The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1960 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
A Dangerous Path.—In all thy ways 

acknowledge him, and he shall direct 
thy paths (Prov. 3:6, Golden Text). 
The little ship Lorna had sailed into 
the Niagara River after a proud and 
happy voyage across Lake Michigan, 
Lake Huron, and Lake Erie. It was on 
its way from Chicago to New York and 
intended to enter the canal leading from 
Tonawanda to New York, but the pilot 
missed the entrance to the canal and 
sailed on down the river. The water 
became swifter, but the little ship 
sailed gaily on, and when the people 
along the shore, knowing the danger, 
tried to signal the ship, those on the 
little cruiser waved back cheerily and 
sailed on merrily down the river, un- 
aware that they were headed for the 
cataract and certain death. Suddenly 
a great gust of wind blew the ship onto 
the rocky reef at the foot of Buckhorn 
Island. If it had gone ten minutes 
more it could not have escaped plung- 
ing over the Falls. When I heard the 
story, I thought of a verse in the Bible 
that says: “There is a way which 
seemeth right unto a man, but the 
end thereof are the ways of death.” 
There are paths, both on land and sea, 
that lead to secure harbors, and there 
are paths that lead to danger and death. 
The pilot of the Lorna missed the en- 
trance to the safe water. The way he 


took seemed right, but it was the way 
of tragedy.—From Moody Monthly. 





Sent by Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, 
N.Y. 


Profit From Three Drinks.—Enter ye 
in at the strait gate: for wide is the 
gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth 
to destruction, and many there be 
which go in thereat (Matt. 7:13). It 
was on a Sabbath morning. The driver 
stopped his car and went into a road- 
side tavern. Taverns weren’t supposed 
to be open on Sabbath morning, but 
the tavernkeeper thought he would 
risk it. There was the possible sale of 
a few drinks without being caught at 
it by the authorities. There would be 
a profit on each drink. After all, that’s 
what a man is in business for, isn’t it? 
—for the money! The driver stepped 
up to the bar and ordered a drink and 
paid for it. He ordered another drink, 
and still another. With each drink, the 
tavernkeeper made a small profit. Three 
drinks in the driver, three small prof- 
its in the cash register. The driver 
left the tavern and got into his car. 
Two soldiers and a sailor were hitch- 
hiking. The driver opened his car 
door. They climbed in. It wasn’t long 
before they noticed the driver’s con- 
dition: the smell of his breath, his 
erratic driving. Before long he was 
driving from side to side, and taking 
the curves too fast, with his tires 
screaming. One of the soldiers said, 
“I don’t want to ride this way! Stop 
the car and let me out!” The driver 
jeered, “Afraid of a little speed? I'll 
show you what real speed is!” They 
were starting up a long hill. The speed- 
ometer was climbing past seventy. 
Almost at the top of the hill, they 
turned out to pass a farmer’s truck 
loaded with bales of hay. Coming up 
the hill from the other direction was a 
Covenanter elder with his family on 
the way to church. The two cars met 
head-on at the very top of the hill. 
The Covenanter’s family was wiped 
out. The drunken driver, the sailor, 
and one of the soldiers were killed. 
The other soldier was sent to the hos- 
pital with a broken back, but he lived 
to tell what happened. Oh, yes! There 
was also the tavernkeeper. He had 
made a profit from the sale of three 
drinks.—From Covenanter Witness. 
Sent by M. Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


One Entered the Narrow Gate.—Be- 
cause strait is the gate, and narrow is 
the way, which leadeth unto life, and 
few there be that find it (Matt. 7:14). 
Horatio Bottomley was a fine, upstand- 
ing young fellow with brilliant pros- 
pects. He went into the famous Colston 
Hall, Bristol, Eng., and heard Canon 
Hay Aitken preach to a large audience 
on the text, “Ye must be born again.” 
When the Canon appealed to the people 
to accept the Gospel and come to Christ, 
one after another from that vast com- 
pany made their way to the front to 
make Christ their Saviour and Lord. 
Bottomley curled his lips and said to 
himself: “No, not for me; I’m going to 
run my own life, and go my own way.” 
He did run his own life and most of his 
friends thought he was running it very 
well. He made a fortune, became ‘the 
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people’s hero. His name was on every- 
one’s lips. He stood for justice for the 
common man. He would expose any 
swindler, and the people loved him. 
Then the crisis came and this man who 
had exposed others was now exposed 
himself. At sixty-three years of age he 
was sentenced to seven years’ imprison- 
ment. Captain Prayer of the Church 
Army was asked to visit Bottomley in 
his cell. He thought long as to what 
he should say and at last decided to 
tell how he found Christ. “It was in 
the Colston Hall, Bristol, that I was con- 
verted,” he said to the prisoner, “when 
Canon Hay Aitken was preaching on 
the text, ‘Ye must be born again.’ I 
stepped out to the front with many 
others, and since then Christ has been 
my Saviour and Lord.” “Was that in 
the year ——?” asked Bottomley. “Yes!” 
“Was it on a Friday night?” “It was. 
How do you know?” “I was there, 
too, but I walked out.” And then 
he added sadly, “A life without God 
is a wasted life.” So they faced 
each other, the Captain and the pris- 
oner. Years before, when both were 
youths, they were present at the same 
meeting, heard the same Gospel appeal. 
The one accepted and the other re- 
jected the offer of salvation through 
Christ, and what a vast difference it had 
made!—From Power. Sent by Martin 
M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 

The Alcohol Alphabet.—And _ not 
many days after the younger son 
gathered all together, and took his 
journey into a far country, and there 
wasted his substance with riotous liv- 
ing (Luke 15:13). 


LIQUOR FROM A TO Z 


Arms more villains, 
Breaks more laws, 
Corrupts more homes, 
Destroys more homes, 
—_ more fortunes, 
Fills more jails, 

Grows more gray hairs, 
Harrows more hearts, 
Incites more crimes, 
Jeopardizes more lives, 
Kindles more strife, 
Lacerates more feelings, 
Maims more bodies, 
Nails down more coffins, 
Opens more graves, 
Pinches more spirits, 
Quenches more songs, 
Raises more sobs, 

Sells more virtues, 
Tells more lies, 
Undermines more youths, 
Victimizes more girls, 
Wrecks more men, 
Xcites more murders, 
Yields more disgrace, 
Zeroes more hopes, 
Than any other enemy of mankind. 


Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, 
Kans. 


Postponed Forever.—I will arise and 
go to my father (Luke 15:18). Three 
men sat in a Chinese evangelistic serv- 
ice in Canton. They were well known 
round the world: Sun Yat-sen, the great 
revolutionary leader; Wu Ting-fang, at 
one time ambassador to Washington; 
and Admiral Chen, of the Chinese navy. 
When the sermon was over, appeal was 
made for decisions, and cards were 
passed through the audience. Admiral 
Chen had been touched by the message, 
and was about to write his name on 
the card, when one of his companions 
whispered to him: “Don’t be in a hurry 
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to take that step, first think it over.” 
Chen put his pencil in his pocket, and 
the three men rose and passed out of 
the meeting. As they emerged from 
the door, a Chinese soldier, who had 
been waiting, stepped forward and shot 
the Admiral, killing him instantly. For 
him there was no other opportunity. 
‘Sent by J. W. Philp, Demorest, Ga. 
Prize illustration. 


Radio’s Witness.——Father, I have 
sinned (Luke 15:21). I preached in 
Los Angeles ... doing my little best 
to present the Gospel of the grace of 
God; and the next day a woman came 
down with a special message for me. 
She said: “My husband would be here 
tonight to tell you this for himself, 
but he is working. Yesterday he lis- 
tened to your preaching of the Word 
as it came over the air. You know, I 
am sorry to say that for years the sin 
of strong drink has gripped his life. 
But suddenly as your message came, I 
was amazed. Tears burst from his eyes 
and streamed down his cheeks. Getting 
up from his seat he threw himself full 
length upon the floor, and there by the 
radio cried out, ‘O God, be merciful to 
me a Sinner,’ and he entered into peace 
with God right there in the room by 
the radio.”"—From “Lectures on Acts,” 
by H. A. Ironside. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Joy in Finding the Lost—He was 
lost, and is found. And they began to 
be merry (Luke 15:24). Mary Virginia 
Lee, in “Building the Intermediate De- 
partment,” tells of a Sunday school 
worker arriving one Sunday morning 
in a beautiful and prosperous Southern 
town. As no one met her at the station, 
she took a taxi, and driving past the 
public square noticed automobiles 
double-parked all around the court- 
house. This seemed so strange at such 
an early hour on the Lord’s Day that 
she asked the driver what it all meant. 
He replied: “The men of the town 
have gathered here to go out in search 
for a little boy who has been lost since 
Friday noon. Organized parties have 
been searching night and day since. 
Many have not even slept, but have 
been constantly hunting the child.” 
When they arrived at the home where 
the worker was to be entertained, she 
found that her hostess, who was the 
little lad’s Sunday school teacher, had 
spent the night with the grief-stricken 
mother, and her husband had just re- 
turned from searching all night. The 
sympathy of the entire town was 
aroused. Although many were praying, 
the anxiety grew more tense with every 
passing hour, and hope was giving way 
to dread. Throughout the morning 
church services there was.a spirit of 
expectancy, but still no news. At noon, 
as the people were returning home 
from church, someone shouted, “The 
boy is found!” Immediately loved ones, 
friends, and neighbors hastened to join 
the happy parents. There was great 
rejoicing everywhere because the lost 
boy had been found. A thousand times 
more awful is the fact that many, 
many of our American boys and girls 
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are lost, separated from God .. — 
From Clarence H. Benson, in the King’s 
Business. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Blue 
Springs, Nebr. 





For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Being Sorry for Wrongdoing 
(Luke 15:11-24) 

ID you ever hear of a party in 

Heaven? “Party” may not be just 
the right word, but the Bible does tell 
of God and the angels having a cele- 
bration and a happy time. Do you 
know why? (Job 38:7 mentions a re- 
joicing at the creation of the earth. 
Angels rejoiced at the birth of the Lord 
Jesus, Luke 2:13, 14. Revelation has a 
number of scenes in which the angels 
join with redeemed humanity in praise 
and joy, such as the marriage supper of 
the Lamb in chapter 19. But we will 
not allude to them today, unless the 
previous question should happen to 
bring them up.) The Lord Jesus lived 
in Heaven before He came to earth, 
didn’t He? So He ought to know when 
they have specially happy times there. 
And He said—(read Luke 15:7). To 
make it doubly sure He said it again 
(read v. 10). Then He told a story 
about a party on earth that would make 
a “party” in Heaven, too. 

If you know this story, you can help 
act it out with the pictures. (Distribute 
figures and have the action dramatized 
after the class has read the appropriate 
verses, aS we did with the last story. 
If you do not have special figures for 
this story, you can draw such simple 
items as moneybags, bucket, ring, and 
sandals. Make a robe paper-doll style 
to fit the figure for the prodigal son. 
I saved pigs from the cover of a farm 
magazine, but you can trace them from 
a child’s book. If you have no flannel- 
graph figures, plan a project among 
the children to make some. Old pri- 
mary outline figures to color may be 
cut out and backed with scraps of out- 
ing flannel. Mothers of the class who 
sew can contribute pieces. The better 
parts of discarded pajamas or other 
worn garments can also be used. Be 
sure to put the figures under weight 
so they will not curl when.the mucilage 
or paste dries. Your background may 
be nothing more than cardboard from 
a large carton or a bread board with 
a large piece of flannel, preferably dark, 
thrown over it, placed on a chair at a 
Slight slant. Or make the figures stand 
up on the table by pasting an easel strip 
on the back or cutting the figures 
double. As we come to the prophets 
next quarter, it will also be helpful to 
have something concrete like this to 
visualize the men and the conditions 
of their time.) 
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Again we see one of the Beatitudes 
come true (Matt. 5:4). When the prodi- 
gal son was sorry and mourned for his 
sin, he was not only comforted by his 
loving father, but he had a party with 
feasting, music, and dancing! Not the 
kind of dancing you think of—boys 
and girls together—but dancing for joy, 
like Miriam and the women (Exod. 15: 
20), or King David (2 Sam. 6:14-16; 
Psa. 149:2, 3)—as you dance up and 
down with joy sometimes. (Older Jun- 
iors may profit from further discussion 
of dancing and some types of parties.) 

While the happiness in Heaven is not 
celebrated in the same way as on earth, 
the Lord Jesus says, “There is joy in 
the presence of the angels of God over 
one sinner that repenteth.” That means, 
“is sorry for his sins and mistakes, 
comes to say so and be forgiven.” 
“Thou, Lord, art good, and ready to 
forgive; and plenteous in mercy” (Psa. 
86:5, Memory Verse). Have you done 
something bad? Have you been sorry 
enough to say so and make God and 
the angels happy? (Use one of the 
“Children at Home” stories on this 
theme.) 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


ECAUSE the Lord Jesus Christ is 

the precious Son of God, because 
He loves everyone everywhere, we 
would suppose that everyone would 
love Him. We know, however, that this 
is not so. It is not so today. It was not 
so in the long ago when He was here 
on earth. 

Today we like to have important peo- 
ple in our homes for meals. We deco- 
rate the table nicely and have the best 
food. Sometimes we are invited to 
homes that are much nicer than ours. 
And there we eat delicious food. There 
is something very nice about eating 
with important people. On the other 
hand, suppose a tramp comes to our 
door. Mother might feed him, but she 
certainly does not put on the best table- 
cloth and dishes, does she? Nor do 
you want to sit down and eat with him. 
No, of course not! 

But do you know that the Lord Jesus 
did not mind with whom He ate? He 
enjoyed being with friends in their 
lovely homes. But often He ate with 
those who were known to be wicked 
and sinful. And He never minded at 
all! Once the religious leaders became 
angry about His eating with sinners, 
and loudly complained, “This man ac- 
cepts and receives and welcomes .. . 
sinners and eats with them” (Luke 15: 
2, Amplified New Testament). So the 
Lord Jesus told them three stories. The 
first one was about a shepherd who 
lost one sheep. So he left the 99 others 


_ lost one. 


of his flock, the Lord Jesus said, and 
went and searched until he found the 
The next story was about a 
woman who had lost some money. 
When she found it, she called her friends 
and neighbors to tell them she had 
found it. At the end of each story the 
Lord Jesus explained that “there is joy 
among the angels in Heaven over one 
wicked person who. repents.” He 
wanted the complaining religious 
leaders to know that the reason He 
had come from Heaven was for one 
particular reason—to save the wicked 
sinners. So He would eat with them, 
regardless of how much the religious 
leaders complained. 

Then He told a third story. It was 
of a young man who decided to leave 
home. The son had a good father who 
loved him dearly. But the young man 
was selfish, He wanted the money that 
ordinarily would not be his until after 
his father died. Lovingly his father 
gave him the money and the young 
man rushed off to see new places, new 
people, and to have a good time. 

He spent his money wildly in his 
effort to have a good time. He even 
disobeyed the Law. He did not care 
about anything or anybody else. He 
did whatever pleased himself. Before 
too long he had spent all of his money. 
And, to make matters worse, there was 
a famine in that country. Apparently 
there had been no rain, so the crops 
could not grow. What little food there 
was, was very expensive, and he had 
spent all of his money. What could he 
do? If he did not have food, he could 
not live. The only job that he could 
get was one of feeding pigs. Nothing 
could be worse. The Jewish people 
had nothing at all to do with pigs, but 








This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 429) 


1. To destruction and to life (Matt. 
7:13, 14). 

2. Because it is the way of com- 
promise and of easy spiritual and moral 
standards; it therefore appeals to man’s 
old, unregenerate nature. 

3. He took all his substance, went 
into a far country, and began to live 
riotously (Luke 15:12, 13). 

4. He fed swine and shared their 
food (vv. 15, 16). 

5. “No man gave unto him” (v. 16). 

6. Meditation concerning his father’s 
home and its resources (v. 17). 

7. His repentance, confession of sin, 
realization of unworthiness, and will- 
ingness to return to the home he had 
arrogantly deserted (vv. 18, 19). 

8. His father saw him “when he was 
yet a great way off” (v. 20). 

9. A robe, a ring, shoes, and a feast 
(vv. 22, 23). 

10. Jealous of his younger brother, 
he felt that more was being showered 
upon him comparatively than he de- 
served (v. 29, 30). 

MepiA, Pa. 
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his job was to feed them. Even though 
he had work, about the only thing that 
he could get to eat was the same food 
that was given to the pigs. Oh, how 
homesick he became! He began to 
think of his father. He suddenly real- 
ized what a dreadful sinner he had 
been—a sinner against God and against 
his father. He knew that what he 
wanted to do was to go home. But 
would his father forgive him? 

He would ask his father’s forgiveness, 
he decided, and ask if he could please 
be one of his father’s servants. When 
he got near home his father was out 
looking for him. Before he could even 
ask his father’s forgiveness his father 
ran and kissed him and commanded 
that his servants make a special meal 
for him. He gave him new clothes. 
He gave him a ring. “My son was 
dead,” the father cried, “and is alive 
again; he was lost, and is found!” And 
they had a wonderful, happy feast. 

The Lord Jesus, just as in the story 
He told, loves sinful men and women 
and boys and girls. If He could be 
here today He would eat with them so 
that He could bring them to Himself. 
Do you love sinners that much? 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, June 12 
1. Boy Meets Girl 
(Prov. 18:24a) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HREE topics on boy-girl relation- 

ships, beginning this week, move 
progressively through early friendships 
to dating, and eventually to choosing 
the one who is to be a life partner. It 
is the most natural thing in the world 
that teen-agers should desire and en- 
joy the companionship of those of the 
opposite sex. God has implanted this 
desire in human hearts in preparation 
for the time when one special person 
will be chosen and a new home will 
be begun. 
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However, just as he has done with 
every other good gift of God, Satan 
has sought to get young people to think 
that if they trust God fully and let 
Him direct their good times and their 
friendships, they are going to miss 
something very worth while in life. 
Nothing can be further from the truth. 
God has promised that He will with- 
hold no good thing from them that 
walk uprightly, who seek to honor and 
obey Him (Psa. 84:11). He tells us, 
“Delight thyself also in the Lord; and 
he shall give thee the desires of thine 
heart” (Psa. 37:4). This includes not 
only the granting of our heart’s de- 
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sires but also the implanting of the 
right desires within our hearts. 
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One phase of this topic that you will 
find it helpful to discuss is “Boy meets 
girl—where?” Many difficulties can be 
avoided if young people will be careful 
as to where they meet those with whom 
they form friendships. It does not re- 
quire very much discernment to see 
that followers of the Lord Jesus will 
not find the right kind of friends at a 
dance, at the movies, or in the homes 
of those who are not Christians. It is 
in the church and Sunday school and 
young people’s meetings that you will 
find those who, like you, are seeking 
to follow and obey Christ. It cannot 
be said that everyone you may meet 
in church or in your young people’s 
society will be perfect any more than 
you are perfect, but you are far more 
likely there to find the kind of friends 
who will be helpful to your Christian 
life, rather than detrimental. 
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Care exercised in forming friend- 
ships does not mean that you have to 
be “high hat,” or to think of yourself 
as superior to those who are not Chris- 
tians. It is merely a sane and sensible 
precaution against unpleasantness, and 
sometimes heartaches, that come when 
wrong choices are made. 
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The observance of certain rules will 
be helpful in boy-girl relationships and 
some of these may be discussed in this 
week’s meeting. It should be remem- 
bered that courtesy and thoughtfulness 
should characterize every relationship of 
the Christian. Rudeness never pays. 
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Getting “serious” too soon robs many 
young people of wholesome good times 
and the opportunity to meet other 
young people. However “big” and so- 
phisticated it may make you feel at 
the time to couple off, it is far safer 
and often far more truly enjoyable to 
have your good times with a number 
of friends. Young people’s ideas con- 
cerning those of the opposite sex usu- 
ally undergo changes in the course of 
a few years, and it is far better and 
less embarrassing to go slow in form- 
ing intimate friendships. 
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It is well to remember also that the 
one to whom you open your most in- 
most heart has the power to wound 
you as no other individual can. When 
you confide hastily or foolishly, you 


TEACH YOU 





E f ROBERT HARKNESS 


1. EVANGELISTIC HYMN-PLAYING 

For those who can already play. 

EIGHTY Musically-illustrated Lessons. Teaches 
TWELVE MUSICAL subjects— including TEN 
practical Accompaniment Methods, in Chords, 
Octaves, Runs, Trills, Chime Forms, etc. 


2. BEGINNERS HYMN-PLAYING 
A course for those who cannot play but wish 
to learn to play hymns and Gospel songs. 
FIFTY Musically -illustrated lessons. Original 
HARKNESS Keyboard Charts. Children study 
under home supervision. 
OVER TWELVE THOUSAND STUDENTS 
Send for free details to: 


ROBERT HARKNESS 


20 N. Raymond Ave. e Pasadena 1, Calif. 





Precious Scripture Truths 


VELLMMEL 


Wonderful books to give con- 
verts and young Christians. 
Two books that preachers, 

Bible students, Sunday School 

teachers and Christian work- 
ers,as well as those searching 
deeper Scripture knowledge, 
will use with benefit and 
blessings. 


‘TREASURES 
OF TRUTH AND 
KNOWLEDGE 

by Herbert W. Bieber, D. D. 

Vol. I and Vol. II give the Bible history of salva- 

tion in 8 outlines each with an abundance of rich 

commentary. Vol. I, 68 pages; Vol. II, 63 pages. 
(Ape ite M ladly refunded 
ler one or . Money gladly re: 

if not satisfied. However, you will find them 

“treasures” indeed. 

Write for our folder listing our 102 Bible 
study outlines. Samples sent FREE. 


THE UNION BIBLE STUDY ASSN. 


P.O. BOX 284-S3 WINTER PARK, FLORIDA 











only 5 | each 











SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


Evangelical Christianity to no longer 
by-pass our American Negroes in its 
prayers and interest. Carver Bible Insti- 
tute serves in: Bible Institute Day and 
Night Schools; free Bible courses by 
mail; literature distribution. We enjoy: 
confidence of thousands of Negroes; 
assistance of white visiting teachers. Let 
us be your agents in extending sound 
doctrine to our brethren of a minority 
group. Investigation invited. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Station A, Atlanta, Ga. 


Talmage Payne, Director 
Telmadge Sutton, Dean 
James Hightower, Superintendent 














sheet 814x11 inches. 


Co., 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 





The Role of the Sunday School. By J. Edgar Hoover, Director, F.B.I. 
This reprint of Mr. Hoover’s article on the role of the Sunday school 4ur- 
ing this period of great crime and juvenile delinquency is printed on a single 
There is ample white space on the reverse side for 
churches and Sunday schools to stamp or print their names and addresses, 
hours of services, and invitations to attend. 3 cents each; 25 cents for 12; 
$1.50 for 100; $6 for 500; $10 for 1,000. 


Order from The Sunday School Times 

















(15) 435 





are exposing yourself very often to 
embarrassment and real pain. 

You can trust God with your inmost 
thoughts. If you will talk to Him 
about your friendships and let Him 
guide you and correct you and some- 
times restrain you, you will find that 
He will never betray your confidence 
or lead you into situations that will be 
regretted or unpleasant. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


bd 


What the Bookshelves Show 
(Continued from second page) 


mans, this latest volume covering chap- 
ter 5, verses 12 to 21. It is well said 
that the worth of any Bible teacher 
can be readily judged by his treatment 
of this section of Scripture more than 
any other single passage, and the author 
proves himself to be the capable, clear, 
and clever expositor that he is. His 
insights are the fruit of years of careful 
study, and the work abounds with 
helpful illustrations. The unschooled 
believer will be helped by the clarity 
and conciseness of this highly recom- 
mended work, and the profound stu- 
dent will find suggestions that throw 
new light on the text. 


4 


Believing With Mind or Heart 
(Continued from page 424) 


with head, the source of intellect. Pos- 
sibly the preacher mentioned by this 
Kansas reader had this distinction in 
mind when he said, “This is not believ- 
ing with your mind, but believing with 
your heart.” 

It is possible to give intellectual as- 
sent to a truth without a heart accept- 
ance of it. For example, a person 
may be convinced in his own mind 
that the water will hold him up when 
he goes in to swim, and yet never 
trust completely that the water will do 
this. Consequently he struggles and 
fights to keep afloat instead of using 
his strength to move forward in the 
water. In the same manner a Chris- 
tian may believe that the Lord Jesus 
is willing and able to keep him from 
stumbling (Jude 24) and yet not trust 
Him completely to do this and as a 
result be beset with fear and worry. 
There are some who are willing to be- 
lieve that there was such a person as 
Christ and that He died on a cross over 
nineteen hundred years ago, and yet 
are not willing to believe to the point 
of accepting Him as their own personal 
Savivur. 

And yet the words “mind” and 
“heart” in the Bible, and even in the 
English language, cannot be placed in 
watertight compartments. They are 
sometimes used interchangeably. For 
example, the heart is often spoken of 
as the center of thought and _ intelli- 
gence that generally we associate with 
the mind. In Deuteronomy 29:4 we 
read that the heart “knows.” In Prov- 
erbs 8:5 and Isaiah 44:18 and Acts 16:14 
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we find that the heart “understands.” 
In Nehemiah 5:7, the heart deliberates. 
In Luke 2:19, the heart reflects; in Prov- 
erbs 23:7, the heart thinks. 

While the heart is generally con- 
sidered as the seat of affection, it is 
significant that when the Lord Jesus, 
answering one of the scribes, repeating 
the First Commandment, He stated, 
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind, and with 
all thy strength” (Mark 12:30). All of 
these parts of of our being are to be 
committed in their entirety to love and 
obey and trust our Heavenly Father 
and to be presented to Him as our 
reasonable service (Rom. 12:1). 
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By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued 7. the International 
Sunday School sson Committee. 


June 6 to 12 


Mon.—Matthew 7:13, 14; 10:34-39. 
The Narrow Gate of Life. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Strait is the 
gate, and narrow is the way, which 
leadeth unto life, and few there be that 
find it.” These are startling words from 
the lips of the Lord Jesus. Larger num- 
bers of church members than we im- 
agine have not, as of yet, been saved 
from trusting in dead works to serve 
the living God. Multitudes draw nigh 
to God with their lips whose hearts 
are far from Him. They are hearers of 
the Word but not doers of it. Re- 
pentance toward God and faith toward 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the marks of 
true converts to Christ, are woefully 
wanting. Did you enter the way to 
God by the “publican’s gate”? (Luke 
18:13.) Pray for The American-Euro- 
pean Bethel Mission, Inc., Los Angeles. 


Tues.—Luke 15:11-16. Loose Living. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Wasted his sub- 
stance with riotous living.” We live in 
a prodigal world. Our times are show- 
ing more signs of delinquency than ever 
before in our lifetime. Loose living is 
seen at every turn. This ought to drive 
Christians to their prayer closets as it 
did in the days before the greatest 
revivals. Most church members are 
worldly. The spiritual state of the 
church is very low. Eternal destinies 
are all settled in this life. Where are 
the tears, prayers, and labors needed 
for harvests from Gospel sowings? Pray 
for International Hebrew Christian Al- 
liance, Chicago. 
Wed.—Luke 15:17-24. 

The Prodigal Forgiven. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “When he was 
yet a great way off, his father saw him, 
and had compassion, and ran, and fell 


on his neck, and kissed him.” 


getting sinners to Christ. Moody 
learned from a young English evan- 
gelist that John 3:16 was a better in- 
strument in getting converts than rough 
words. Patients in a hospital do not 
need to be battered for their getting 
into a bad condition; they need bless- 
ings that help and heal. Little do we 
“weep o’er the erring” and “lift up the 
fallen.” Ask for God-given ability to 
pull souls out of the fire. Pray for 
Carver Bible Institute, Atlanta. 


Thurs.—Luke 15:25-32. 
Contrasting Attitudes, 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “His father ... 
had compassion ... his elder son... 
was angry” (vv. 20, 25, 28). Churches 
differ. Some rejoice over souls; others 
seem to be sour. The Christian ap- 
proach is safest for ourselves and others, 
“Do you have fervent love toward 
others? Is it of the 1 Corinthians 13 
variety? We see much cliquish love. 
Tune up your love by the Word. Ask 
the Spirit to shed the love of God 
abroad in your heart. Pray for Marion 

College, Marion, Ind. 


Fri.—Titus 2:1-10. A Pastor’s Counsel. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Speak thou the 
things which become sound doctrine.” 
The Word of God is sound, supreme 
wisdom. Let all ministers make it their 
business to see to it that people know 
the difference between what absolutely 
are God’s Words for them. God’s men 
speak the words of God. They influence 
souls who can say, “Thus saith the 
Lord,” and, “Preach the word.” Let 
people know what the Bible teaches. 
Pray for Moody Bible Institute, Chicago. 


Sat.—Romans 6:15-23. Two Masters. 


PRAYER SuGGEsTions: “Servants of sin 

. . servants to God.” “When ye were 
the servants of sin, ye were free from 
righteousness.” But now having be- 
come “servants ‘to God” we have our 
“fruit unto holiness, and the end ever- 
lasting life.” In our flesh dwelleth no 
good thing. It is always begging for 
indulgence. Be careful, therefore, to 
live in the Spirit and walk in the Spirit. 
Fulfill not the lusts of the flesh. Live 
on that heavenly side of life and you 
will have a little Heaven on earth 
(John 15:7). Pray for American Tract 
Society, New York. 


Sun.—Joshua 24:14-21. 
Making the Right Choice. 
PraYER SuGGEsTIons: “Choose you this 
day whom ye will serve.” Let people 
know you are “all for Jesus.” Never 
for a moment let them doubt whose 
you are and whom you serve. Many 
church members have not the joy of 
the Lord because they have never given 
a clear, ringing testimony for the Lord 
Jesus Christ. If you are ashamed of 
Him, the Lord will be ashamed of you 
before His angels. Are you on the 
Lord’s side? Do you serve the King? 
Are you His helper and winning other 
lives to Him? Pray for Tabor Col- 

lege, Hillsboro, Kans. 
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Here 
is an important secret in soul-winning, 
“Compassion” is the great necessity in 
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